A fetoscopic method for enucleation in developmental studies of the visual system.
Prenatal enucleation is accomplished by fetoscopy using an arthroscope and a needle for the delivery of electric current into the uterus of anesthetized, pregnant cats. Under direct vision, the eye(s) of the fetus are easily discerned and can readily be lesioned by the application of an electrical current delivered through the needle. The procedure is relatively simple to perform, minimizes uterine trauma and therefore postsurgical recovery times for the mother cat, enhances the prolongation of pregnancy and allows a shorter operating time for accomplishing the enucleation than does normal surgical invasion. It should be possible to make other uses of the approach, such as prenatal ocular injection of dyes or of tracer substances in place of the enucleation.